
September/

October Is
sue

Introducing 
the Board

Meet the New 
Committees

THE CIRCULAR
Circle K at the University of Michigan

September/October 2014

service comes full circle

Projects 
in ReviewCONTACT INFO

President: Ashley Austin
austinas@umich.edu

Internal Vice President: Vishaal Kalwani
vishaalk@umich.edu

External Vice President: April Wesolowski 
aprilwes@umich.edu

Secretary: Megan Rizzo
meganriz@umich.edu

Treasurer: Nicole Potchen
npotchen@umich.edu

Bulletin Editor: Aroosa Malik
aroosamm@umich.edu
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Meet the New Committees
Chair: Alex Bodner

Circle K is one of the largest service organization at the University 
of Michigan, and one of the largest Circle K's in the world, but it 

didn't get that way overnight. This committee focuses on the 
continued relations with Circle K alumni. Committee members will 
be in communication with alumni, working on projects such as a 
'History of Circle K Events', the development of an alumni blog, 

and many other initiatives to help recognize Circle K alumni and 
keep them connected with the club.

Chair: Taylor Sullivan
Charity Awareness is a new committee this year and was formally the 
International Relations committee. Their job is to work with Circle K's 
service partners and preferred charities, including March of Dimes, 
UNICEF (The Eliminate Project and Six Cents Initiative), Better World 

Books, and Students Teaming Up to Fight Hunger (STUFH). The committee 
has regular work days with March of Dimes, where volunteers can go in 
and help with behind the scenes work of a non-profit. We help prepare 

for and put on some of their big events such as Run Scream Run, the 
Signature Chefs Auction, and March for Babies. Throughout the year, this 

committee also hopes to hold workshops to help our members learn 
more about who we work with on an international level.

Chair: Margi Goelz
The International Awareness and Empowerment Committee 

focuses on broadening Circle K members’ perspectives on global 
issues and collaborating with service partner organizations on the 
local level whose work addresses international social justice issues 

or has an international impact outside of our community. IAE’s 
service projects, such as English as a Second Language teaching 

with Jewish Family Services, aim to connect volunteers with 
international community members in cultural exchange, while the 
after-meeting workshops led by the committee on topics such as 

human rights and human trafficking raise awareness of these issues 
among Circle K members. IAE’s involvement with the campus-wide 
anti-human trafficking Price of Life campaign and related organiza-

tions such as Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution (S.O.A.P.) 
further enabled Circle K members to fit their service into a larger 
international context through a combination of learning about 

critical global issues and taking action locally.

Alumni Relations

Charity Awareness

IAE
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trick or can
when: october 31st, 2014
where: ginsberg center
time: 5:45pm-8:15pm

The 2014 Trick or Can Food Drive was a wonderful success this year! Trick or Can is an annual food drive 
organized by Circle K’s Hunger and Housing Committee that collects non-perishable goods from local 
neighborhoods on Halloween. Over 100 students from Circle K, Sister 2 Sister and Will Work for Food went 
door to door, collecting 2750 pounds of canned goods and non-perishables. The goods were then boxed up 
and donated to Food Gathers, a food rescue and food bank that serves Washtenaw County. 
Every year Trick or Can is one of the most exciting and inspiring events organized by Circle K. Trick or Can 
helps fight hunger and raises awareness of the need in our local community. This could not have been done 
without the support of the amazing volunteers, organizers, and community members in and around the 
University of Michigan! Thank you for making Trick or Can such a success!
       -Carina Teoh 
`       H&H Committee Member
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water challenge
when: october 16th-30th

circle 5k
when: october 26th

the water challenge is a two week challenge (oct. 16-30) where people 
pledge to only drink tap water to raise awareness for the need for 
clean water and sanitation in the world. if they happen to forget and 
drink anything besides tap water, they need to donate to the six cents 
initiative and we have a score sheet to help determine how much to 
donate per drink. alternatively, we also have an online scorecard at 
http://mcirclek.org/ck/water-challenge. if members want to use this 
though, they would have to make an account with the circle k website. 
this year, the participants get pretty bracelets to remind themselves 
of this meaningful charity and the team would raises the most money 
will get a prize!

this fall, the environment and health & wellness committees teamed up 
to create the first ever circle k 5k! this event was inspired by other 
running events on campus and benefited the huron river watershed 
council, an organization in the ann arbor area dedicated to research, 
advocacy, and education with the goal of improving the quality of our 
local water for drinking and recreational purposes. both circle k mem-
bers and other students on campus ran in this event. it was a beautiful 
day in the arb, sunny with a high of 60! while it was great to get this 
event off the ground this year, we hope it will grow next year and con-
tinue to support hrwc!


